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inhabitants of Al Hijr, in the country between Hijaz and Syria, where to this day dwellings hewn in the stone are to be found, which, according to the Koran and to Moslem, tradition, belonged to Thamud. Koran xv. 80. The passages of the Koran, on which the tradition of the destruction of ThainM is based, are, firstly, vii. 71-77, where it is said that God sent to ThainM their brother Salih, who gave them the sign of a she-camel, which they killed, and were themselves destroyed by an earthquake. Baydawi, in the commentary on this passage, makes Thamud to be the son of 'Abar, son of Aram, son of Shem, son of Noah ; but he also cites an opinion that the tribe received its name from the scarcity of water, A^J being a scanty pond of water. The pedigree of Salih he gives as son of 'Obayd, son of Asaf, son of Masih., son of eObayd, son of Hathir, son of Thamud. Secondly, Koran xi. 64-71, then xxviL 46-53, not to mention other frequent references to the story. An account of the destruction of Thamud, based on these passages and on tradition, is given by Baydawi at vii. 76; but the complete legend will be found in Tabari, whose narratives in this as in so many other cases subsequent authors only repeat with variations. Thamud lived in the country which had formerly been inhabited by'Ad, and hollowed the rocks for their dwellings. They were idolaters, and God sent to them their brother Salih to convert them. They challenged him to go forth with them on a feast day, and to call upon his God, while they called on their idols; and promised that if lie should be answered while they were unsuccessful, they would worship his God. They fruitlessly called on their idols, and then angrily bade him give them a sign. " Thou art but one of the wizards; thou art but a man like ourselves; bring a sign if thou be of the truthtellers." Koran xxvi. 153. Salih asked what sign they desired, and they said, " Bring out of that rock a she-camel and her foal, of a red colour, which shall walk and graze." The rock opened and the camel came forth. S&lih said to them/ " Do her no harm, lest the punishment of the great day take hold on you/' (xxvi 156). Now ThamM